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The Public Accounts Committee (Chair: Mr. Mallikarjun Kharge) submitted its report on ‘Tribal
Sub-Plan’ on December 18, 2017.  The Tribal Sub-Plan (TSP) aims to bridge the gap
between the Schedule Tribes (STs) and the general population with respect to all socio-
economic development indicators in a time-bound manner.  TSP is not applicable to states
where tribals represent more than 60% of the population.  The Committee looked at the
implementation of TSP in three ministries: (i) Human Resource Development; (ii) Health and
Family Welfare; and (iii) Ayush. 

●

The Committee noted several discrepancies in the implementation of the TSP, including: (i)
non-adoption of specific norms for release of funds, (ii) weak programme management, (iii)
deficient monitoring system, (iv) and non-implementation of information programmes.  Key
observations and recommendations of the Committee include:

●

Financial management:  The Committee noted that there has been no segregation of TSP
funds under a separate head at the state, district or block level.  Funds under TSP are
required to be put into a separate head of account, to strengthen administrative
arrangements for proper utilisation and monitoring of TSP funds.  The Committee
recommended that strict adherence to earmarking of funds into a separate head at every
level should be made mandatory for release of funds.  It also suggested that a more
proactive approach should be taken to keep track of monitoring, fund utilisation, and
implementation of schemes.

●

Non-lapsable pool for TSP fund:  The Committee observed that presently, funds at the end
of the financial year were not being transferred into a non-lapsable pool of TSP fund, that
could be utilised later.  It recommended that: (i) efforts should be made towards optimal
utilisation of allocated TSP funds for a given financial year; and (ii) a non-lapsable fund
should be created to pool funds that could not be utilised in a financial year.

●

Central nodal unit for overview:  The Committee noted that guidelines detailing the
process for an oversight had not been put out by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs.  The basic
objective of TSP is to channelize the flow of outlays from central ministries by earmarking
funds for the development of STs in states (in proportion to their population).  The Committee
reasoned that to oversee this implementation of fund flow, a central unit of oversight should
be set up.  It recommended that the Ministry of Tribal Affairs should create a central nodal
unit for oversight which will facilitate better co-ordination and efficient implementation of TSP
through an online monitoring system.

●

Nodal units at state/district level:  The Committee noted that NITI Aayog had suggested
that TSP ministries or departments should set up nodal units for programme monitoring. 
These units should also indicate state-specific allocation and release for STs separately
under centrally sponsored schemes and central sector schemes.  The Committee stated that
presently, the Departments of School Education and Literacy and Higher Education have a
dedicated unit to formulate and implement TSP under the Ministry of Human Resource
Development.  It recommended that all TSP ministries or departments should set up their
own dedicated nodal units for effective monitoring of TSP at the implementation stage.

●
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Involvement of local community in the planning process:  A Comptroller and Auditor
General audit report in 2015 had highlighted that plans for schemes were being formulated
without specific consideration of tribal beneficiaries as required under TSP.  The Committee
noted that the planning process could be strengthened with the involvement of the
community in tribal dominant blocks.  It recommended that inputs/ suggestions of local tribal
community should be sought before finalising the plan for implementation of any programme
under TSP.

●
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Gained in Translation: The forgotten past

We often see today that young men and women marrying against their parents’ wishes are being
killed. Society does not seem to accept those who marry outside their caste or religion. We should
be very concerned that those who participate in these cruel killings do not know Hindu culture.

In olden times, girls had the right to choose their partners. It was not considered a crime to marry
the person one loved. Shakuntala-Dushyanta, Nala-Damayanti, Savitri-Satyavan, Rukmini-
Krishna, Subhadra-Arjun, are examples of people falling in love and marrying.

Even though her elders objected, Rukmini sent a proposal to Krishna. When Rukmini sent this
through a trusted friend, and when Krishna came to the temple at the appointed time to pick her
up, her brother tried to stop them. Their relatives pacified him and arranged for the wedding. At
one time, this incident recited in Mahakavi Bammera Pothana’s verses used to be read out to
young girls awaiting marriage.

There was also opposition to Krishna and Satyabhama’s wedding. Yet, acceding to Satyabhama’s
request, the wedding was arranged. No was killed to save anyone’s honour. Parents wanted their
children to live happily. This was the humanity and dharma of society of that time.

Ancient dharma accepted inter-caste marriages. In the Mahabharat, there is the story of King
Shantanu marrying Satyavati who belonged to the Besta caste. Society did not oppose the love
marriages of youth. Today, the courts too do not oppose such marriages.

Looking up at the Arundhati star is common in wedding rituals today. Even if the wedding takes
place in the day, the purohit turns to the bright day sky, indicates some corner and says, look at
the Arundhati star. It is well-known that Arundhati and Vashista’s wedding was an inter-caste one,
yet their marriage is regarded as the ideal one. These stories from the Kruta, Treta and Dwapara
eons point to the freedom of men and women. People glorify Krishna and accept his teachings
today. Why then does present-day Hindu society not accept the culture which has come down to
us from his times? The eight marriages ascribed to Krishna actually indicate the eight forms of
marriages.

Society is also disapproving of atrocities in ancient literature. But atrocities have increased in
modern society. Recent news reports indicate that the mother of a youth who eloped with a girl in
Muzaffarnagar was kidnapped and gang-raped. This is an incident which should make civilised
society hang its head in shame. In this context, one should recall the incident in Dandakaranya.
King Dandu ruled over Vindhyagiri. He was Ikshvaku’s son. It seems that he came to
Shukracharya to learn the arts. He lusted after Shukracharya’s daughter Araja and raped her. As a
result of Shukracharya’s curse, a rain of mud fell on the king and his kingdom and both were
destroyed. That area is called Dandakaranya today. Shukracharya’s curse indicates the justice of
those times. Araja, it seems, continued to do tapasya there.

Has today’s society really understood the history of yesteryears, even though it speaks so highly
of it? What kind of culture is this that instead of progressing in ethics and culture, we forego our
very humanity? The stories we hear from the Puranas are from differing periods. Hindu culture is
an amalgamation of events from differing periods and societies, and this amalgamation is older
than Manu dharma. Manu dharma shastra is a creation of selfish individuals and was
manufactured due to the biased viewpoint of our rulers of that period. The prescriptions for man-
woman relationships, division of caste, and rituals are most unnatural and inhumane. It was this
ideology that corrupted and polluted Hindu culture. It not only stopped the earlier practices but also
codified them differently. We should condemn Manu dharma shastra. We should not only
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condemn the honour killings, but also prevent them. The Supreme Court has laid down that the
dictates of khap panchayats are illegal.

In ancient times, as society progressed from inter-family marriages to community marriages and
paired marriages, society accepted the love marriages of youth. These also helped in the
progression of society. We should caution people to analyse issues with scientific reason, and
dissuade them from violent, stupid acts. People should understand this is their civic responsibility,
and not leave democratic governments to protect the institution of marriage or consider it a law
and order issue.
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Limited succour: Budget 2018 and senior citizens

Finance Minister Arun Jaitley stressed in his Budget speech last week that “to care for those who
cared for us is one of the highest honours”, underscoring the importance the Centre attaches to
providing economic support for India’s growing population of senior citizens. He then announced
several tax and related incentives to ease the financial burden on people aged 60 and above, all of
which are very welcome given that the elderly face steeply escalating health-care costs on
declining real interest and pension incomes. From affording a five-fold increase in the exemption
limit on interest income from savings, fixed and recurring deposits held with banks and post offices
to 50,000, and doing away with the requirement for tax to be deducted at source on such income,
the Budget offers much-needed relief. This it does by leaving a little more money in the hands of
elderly savers who are heavily dependent on interest income to meet their living expenses.
Another useful tax change is the proposal to raise the annual income tax deduction limit for health
insurance premium and/or medical reimbursement to 50,000 for all seniors. And a crucially allied
step is the move to set the ceiling for deduction in lieu of expenses incurred on certain critical
illnesses to 1 lakh, irrespective of the age of the senior citizen.

Separately, Mr. Jaitley also proposed extending the Pradhan Mantri Vaya Vandana Yojana by two
years, up to March 2020, and doubled the cap on investment in the scheme to 15 lakh. This
annuity-cum-insurance scheme entitles the senior citizen policyholder to a guaranteed pension
that equates to an annual return of 8% on investment. This pension plan, unlike the entirely
government-funded Indira Gandhi National Old Age Pension Scheme for the elderly who live
below the poverty line, is contributory and is run by the Life Insurance Corporation of India. While
all these Budget measures are laudable insofar as they recognise that the right to a life with dignity
doesn’t retire with the crossing of a chronological threshold, much more needs to be done to
address the needs of this rapidly growing demographic cohort. With more than 70% of the 104
million elderly living in the rural hinterland, any serious initiative to improve the lot of senior citizens
must incorporate adequate budgetary support for social welfare spending on the relevant
programmes. While the Budget provisions 6,565 crore for the pension scheme for the elderly poor,
its outlay for the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment’s assistance to voluntary
organisations for programmes relating to the ‘aged’ at 60 crore is starkly inadequate. With the
number of the elderly in India set to surge by 2050 to almost 300 million, or about a fifth of the
population, governments need to make more comprehensive efforts to address the nation’s
greying demographic.

Receive the best of The Hindu delivered to your inbox everyday!
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The draft of Assam’s National Register of Citizens is a first step, but it opens up concerns
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Supreme Court rues lack of interest in welfare measures for widows

Centuries after great reformers such as Raja Ram Mohan Roy sought to give widows respect and
dignity, nothing much seems to have changed for women who are condemned to the margins
following the death of their husbands. This seems to have prompted the Supreme Court to
recently castigate the central government and the states for not taking adequate steps for the
welfare and rehabilitation of destitute widows. Referring to reports by the National Legal Services
Authority and the National Commission for Women (NCW) on the condition of shelter homes for
widows abandoned by their family members in Vrindavan, a bench comprising Justices Madan B
Lokur and Deepak Gupta said social security measures supposed to be implemented by the
Centre and the states had proved ineffectual. One of the reports had said that besides inadequate
water and electricity facilities, the shelter homes had poor hygiene standards, even lacked proper
toilets.

According to the 2011 Census, there are more than 56 million widows in the country. Along with
China (with more than 50 million widows), India accounts for a third of the global population of
women who’ve lost their husbands. Other than in the educated upper classes, social prejudices
prevent most widows from remarrying or asserting their financial independence. Neglected by
society and abandoned by their families, many of them end up seeking refuge in homes and
ashrams at Mathura and Vrindavan in Uttar Pradesh. In a report filed in the apex court, the NCW
had recommended making children responsible by law for looking after their widowed mothers
under the Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens Act, 2007. The NCW report
said an estimated 5,000-10,000 widows had sought shelter in ashrams at Mathura and Vrindavan.
A majority of the 1,000-odd widows interviewed in Vrindavan by the NCW had been abandoned by
their families.

The Hindu Succession Act 1969 provides ownership of property through inheritance to widows but
this has remained largely on paper. Under the Centre’s National Social Assistance Programme,
widows aged between 40 and 64 are to be given Rs 600 as pension every month. Last year the
Delhi government decided to raise the pension for widows to Rs 1,000. These amounts are
grossly inadequate. The widows remain trapped in a cycle of social marginalisation and economic
deprivation. Instead of giving them small amounts of money, the State should help widows acquire
skills that will help them find gainful employment. This will ensure that India’s widows transform
from being an invisible minority to productive participants in the country’s growth story.
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111 killed in 822 communal incidents last year: Minister

As many as 111 people were killed and 2,384 others were injured in 822 communal incidents in
2017, up from 751 such incidents in 2016, Union Minister Hansraj Ahir said on Tuesday.

The highest number of communal incidents, as many as 195, was reported from Uttar Pradesh
where 44 people were killed.

Karnataka has seen 100 communal incidents in which nine were killed while there were 91
incidents of riots in Rajasthan in which 12 people were killed, Mr. Ahir said.

There were 85 communal incidents in Bihar in which three were killed and 60 incidents of riots in
Madhya Pradesh saw nine people killed. Out of 58 incidents in West Bengal, nine were killed and
Gujarat witnessed 50 riots in which eight were killed, he said.
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Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens Act, 2007
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment

Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens Act,
2007

Posted On: 06 FEB 2018 3:46PM by PIB Delhi

According to the findings of a recent Research Study on ‘Centre’s Policy of Older Persons’,
commissioned by the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, conducted through an External
Agency viz. All India Senior Citizens’ Confederation, covering the States of Uttar Pradesh, Punjab,
Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, West Bengal, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya,
Mizoram, Tripura, Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Karnataka and
Kerala, the working of Maintenance Tribunals and award of the maintenance allowance have been
appeared fairly good.

 

Pursuant to the observations of various judicial fora, and National Consultation Meet held in
August 2016 and Recommendation of the Group of Secretaries on Education and Social
Development constituted by the Government, suitable amendments to the provisions of the
Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens (MWPSC) Act, 2007 are under
consideration in the Ministry.

 

This information was given by Minister of State for Social Justice and Empowerment Shri Vijay
Sampla in a written reply in Lok Sabha today.

 

*****

Sanjay Kumar/jk/SJ&E-1/06-02-2017
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Khap menace: on interference in relationships between adults

Each time the Supreme Court feels impelled to remind khap panchayats and the society at large
that they have no business interfering in the life choices of individuals regarding marriage and
love, it is an implicit commentary on our times. The frequency with which one hears the court’s
warnings against groups and individuals obstructing inter-faith or inter-caste relationships reaffirms
the fact that the social milieu continues to be under the sway of the medieval-minded. The court’s
latest observations that khap panchayats should not act as though they are conscience-keepers of
society and that no one should interfere in relationships between adults came while it was hearing
a writ petition seeking a ban on such community organisations and guidelines to put an end to
“honour killings”. In 2011, the highest court termed such khaps “kangaroo courts”, declared them
illegal and wanted them stamped out ruthlessly. Similar observations were made in other cases
too, some of them in the context of “honour killings”. It is a grave misfortune that parents and self-
appointed guardians of social mores continue to use coercion and harassment, and even resort to
murderous violence, as a means to enforce their exclusionary and feudal prejudices. The recent
murder of Ankit Saxena, a photographer who was in love with a Muslim girl, allegedly by members
of her family, is one more extreme indication of families choosing the penal consequences of
violence over the perceived dishonour caused by an inter-religious relationship. While the popular
narrative situates community pride as a source of unconscionable violence in rural India, such
murders are a reality in cities and among educated and presumably socially advanced sections
too.

The other dimension is that these khap organisations in north India seek to enforce age-old taboos
such as the prohibition on sagothra marriages among Hindus. Their grouse is that the present law
on Hindu marriage allows sapinda relationships up to a particular degree; they would prefer a
limitless bar on any degree of such relationship in lineal ascendancy, which would prevent any
marriage with one presumed to be descended from an ancestor belonging to the same gothra.
Such views can only be eradicated with a change in social attitudes. The Law Commission in 2012
prepared a draft bill to prohibit interference in marriage alliances. Key provisions that seek to
address the problem of khap panchayats in this draft say such informal groups would be treated
as an ‘unlawful assembly’ and decisions that amount to harassment, social boycott, discrimination
or incitement to violence should be punishable with a minimum sentence. Whether the solution is
social transformation or legislative change, high-handed mediation or interference should brook no
sympathy.
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President to inaugurate Mega ADIP Camp by M/O SJ&E in Gwalior on 11th February, 2018
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment

President to inaugurate Mega ADIP Camp by M/O SJ&E in
Gwalior on 11th February, 2018

Posted On: 07 FEB 2018 1:18PM by PIB Delhi

The President of India Shri RamnathKovind will inaugurate the Mega ADIP Camp to be organized
by the Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities ((Divyangjan), Ministry of Social
Justice and Empowerment on 11th February, 2018 at the Jiwaji University campus, Gwalior,
Madhya Pradesh. The camp is being organized for distribution of aids and assistive devices to
persons with disabilities and senior citizens under the Assistance to Disabled Persons for
purchasing/fitting of aids/appliances (ADIP) and VayoshreeYojana of Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment to 4086 identified beneficiaries based on the survey of beneficiaries done by
Artificial Limbs Manufacturing Corporation of India.

 

Smt. Anandi Ben Patel, Governor, Madhya Pradesh; Shri  Kaptan Singh Solanki, Governor,
Haryana; Shri ThawarchandGehlot, Union Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment; Shri
Narendra Singh Tomar ,Union Minister Rural Development,  Panchayti Raj & Mines; Shri  Shivraj
Singh Chauhan, Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh; Ministers of State for Social Justice and
Empowerment Shri  Krishan Pal  Gurjar, Shri  RamdasAthawale& Shri Vijay Sampla; Mrs. G Latha
Krishna Rao, Secretary Department of Social Justice  & Empowerment; and Mrs.  Shakuntla D.
Gamlin , Secretary Department of DEPwD will also grace the occasion.

ALIMCO an autonomous organisation under M/o Social Justice and Empowerment which
conducts Camps every year across the country for distribution of Aids and Appliances to Persons
with Disabilities and Children With Special Needs (CWSN) under the ADIP and ADIP-SSA
(SarvaShikshaAbhiyan) schemes respectively. Amongst these, the camps where No. of
beneficiaries are more than 1000 and the value of appliances is more than Rs. 1 crore, are called
Mega Camps. The ministry has so far conducted 281 such mega camps in last 4 years. Two mega
Camps had recently been conducted on 3rd& 4thFebruary, 2018 at Rampur and Gorakhpur (UP)
respectively. The camp at Gwalior will be 282nd Mega camp.

 

‘RashtriyaVayoshriYojna’ was launched in December 2016 and the first distribution camp under
the scheme was held at Nellore (A.P) on 1st April 2017, in which present Vice President of India,
Shri M. Venkiah Naidu was present. During last one year, 19 such camps had been conducted by
ALIMCO. The 20th Camp was organized at Gorakhpur on 4th Feb 2018. The camp at Gwalior will
be the 21st camp under RashtriyaVayoshriYojna.

 

The summary of beneficiaries to be given aids and assisted devices in the proposed Mega
Distribution Camp to be held on 11th February 2018 at Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh is as under
:-
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The details of major appliances to be distributed in the camp are as under:-

 

Serial No. Scheme
No. of
Beneficiaries

No. of
Appliances

Value of Appliances
(Rs. in Lakh)

1 ADIP 2436 4474 225.40
2 RVY 1835 3634 063.32
TOTAL 4271 8108 288.72

 

ADIP Scheme RVY Scheme Remarks
Appliances Quantity Appliances Quantity  
Motorized
Tricycle *

119
Walking
Sticks

1089
* Rs. 12000/- per MTC provided by
MP of  Gwalior from MPLAD Fund

Tricycle
Conventional

762 Wheel chair 250  

Wheel chair 277 Hearing Aid 773  
Crutches 1236 Crutches 14  
Walking sticks 327 Tripod 417  
Brail cane 34 Tetrapod 197  

Brail kit 36
Walker
Foldable

03  

Brail slate 19
Denture
Complete

45  

Hearing Aid 742
Denture
Partial

40  

Rolator 38 Spectacles 806  
Smart cane 127      
Smart phone 50      
ADL Kit 26      
Cell phone 26      
Daisy player 30      
MSIED Kit 268      
Callipers 324      

 

 

 

Gwalior distr ict of Madhya Pradesh has taken an ini t iat ive to become the f irst
‘DivyangMitra(Disabled Friend)’ district of the country. The objective is to facilitate Divyangjan of
the district with their needs of Day-to-day living and generate other avenues for their Socio-
economic development. These include Barrier free movement, Aid and Appliances needed for
various kind of disabilities, vocational training for self-employment, Access to easy loans for
entrepreneurship and organizing job fair for employment.
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With a view to maximise intended benefits to Divyangjan, AAPC- Jabalpur unit of ALIMCO was
ordered to conduct assessment camps immediately. Accordingly these camps were conducted
with full support from District administration, Gwalior and Indian Red Cross Society, States of
Haryana & Madhya Pradesh. The Assessment camps were conducted up to Block level at 11
locations in Gwalior district during the period 12thDecember, 2017 to 25th  January, 2018 in which
a total of 2436 beneficiaries (PwD) havebeen registered .

 

Concurrently Ministry of Social Justice and Empowermenthad also issued a revised list of 112
districts in the country where camps were to be organised under RashtriyaYayoshriYojna (RVY) of
the government for providing assisted living devices to Senior citizens belonging to BPL category. 
Gwalior district of Madhya Pradesh was also one of districts in the above list. On special approval
from ministry, Assessment camps for senior citizens were also conducted at 8 locations in Gwalior
district from 23th to 28th January, 2018 by deputing four teams of AAPC- Jabalpur unit of
ALIMCO. A total Number of 1835 beneficiaries have been identified in these camps.

*****

 

Sanjay Kumar/jk/SJ&E/ 07.02.2018
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Reservaton to OBCs
Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions

Reservaton to OBCs

Posted On: 07 FEB 2018 1:15PM by PIB Delhi

No centralized data regarding number of candidates belonging to the Other Backward Castes
stated to have been deprived of reservation benefit for appointment to posts under Central
Government due to their coming under creamy layer is maintained. There is no reservation in
promotion for Other Backward Classes.    

At present, there is no proposal under consideration to determine creamy layer for the candidates
of general category. The 9 Judge Constitutional Bench of Supreme Court in the case of Indra
Sawhney has inter-alia held that “a backward class cannot be determined only and exclusively
with reference to economic criterion. It may be a consideration or basis along with and in addition
to social backwardness, but it can never be the sole criterion”.

           This was stated by the Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) of the Ministry of
Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER), MoS PMO, Personnel, Public Grievances &
Pensions, Atomic Dr Jitendra Singh in a written reply to a question in the Lok Sabha today.

 

****  

BB/NK/PP
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Why political parties are reluctant to ban khap panchayats

Boys will be boys and will commit mistakes (reference to the Delhi gang rape), an old wife loses
her charm, mobile phones and jeans used by women are against Indian culture – just a small
selection of remarks from prominent politicians which echo the sentiments often expressed by the
infamous khap panchayats across north India.

These self-styled kangaroo courts will now have to watch their words since the Supreme Court
has castigated them saying: “If people decide to marry, they are adults and you are nobody to
interfere.” While the court’s sentiments are laudable, it will take much more to get the khaps to fall
in line, secure as they are in the political patronage they enjoy. There are two reasons for this
support. One is that many politicians, even some women leaders, are opposed to inter-caste and
inter-religious marriages very much as the khaps are. The other is that the khaps control sizeable
vote banks and can be called upon to gather support during elections. The apex court has earlier
too spoken out strongly against these khaps, which seem to hold the power of life and death for
those who come up against them. Many young couples have been hounded out of their homes
and some murdered, all in the name of the honour of the family.

These murders, horrific as they are, enjoy a considerable amount of social sanction in the villages
where they took place and even the families of the victims have often come out in support of the
killings. The court’s ire apart, the killings continue because of the ease with which the killers are
able to get away with it or get off lightly.

Often, this is because the witnesses are reluctant to come forward and there is political pressure
on the police to go slow or botch up the cases. Even those politicians who do not want to come out
in support of khaps have restricted themselves to saying that they are part of traditions and
culture. But it is the job of any elected lawmaker to ensure that tradition does not translate into the
murder of young people who have committed no crime other than to exercise their freedom of
choice of a partner or a way of life.

The Supreme Court’s latest directive was in response to a plea before it to ban khaps altogether.
There is little possibility that they will transform into reformation movements in the near future. So
odious as bans are, there is some merit in the suggestion that they be neutralised before they do
further damage.
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SC to handle Ayodhya title dispute as ‘land issue’

The court then recorded that over 500 exhibits, which include the Bhagavad Gita , Ramayana and
documents in various languages including Sanskrit and Pali, have been filed. The depositions of
87 witnesses have also been filed along with the Archaeological Survey of India's reports.
However, some translations are yet to be completed and copies of videos have to be made. The
court asked the parties to do so in the next two weeks.

Senior advocate Rajeev Dhavan, for the appellants, objected to a submission by senior advocate
C.S. Vaidyanathan that appellants should provide them with a synopsis of the propositions they
are going to make in court.

Mr. Dhavan said the respondents should not dictate what propositions he should argue on.

“What is relevant for me, may be irrelevant for you. I will open the case however I want. I will not
be curtailed by any propositions. Let me present the case as I want... (then turning to Mr.
Vaidyanathan) You (respondents) want a proposition? Here is one. You are wrong, a 100 times
wrong,” Mr. Dhavan said.

“Such hyperbole should be avoided,” Additional Solicitor General Tushar Mehta, for the Uttar
Pradesh government, responded.

Senior advocate K. Parasaran, on behalf of the deity Ram Lalla, rose to address the court at this
point, submitting that the Bench should confine itself to the documents on record rather than fan
out.

“What kind of evidence will be there from 30,000 years ago? The incident relates to the Treta
Yuga ,” Mr. Parasaran submitted.

The court indicated that it may prioritise the Ayodhya appeals once the final hearings commence.

Urges dedicated time

Mr. Dhavan said the court should dedicate time to the appeals rather than hear them in the one-
hour intervals between Constitution Bench hearings.

The practice now in the CJI court is that a five-judge Constitution Bench sits morning and
afternoon from Tuesdays to Thursdays. An hour each is spent on other cases, including PILs, just
before the Constitution Bench convenes for the day. Mr. Dhavan did not want that treatment to be
meted out to the Ayodhya case.

But a visibly annoyed CJI Misra said these “other cases” are heard in between Constitution Bench
hearings because they deal with “over 700 poor litigants waiting for justice”.

The court posted the Ayodhya case for hearing on March 14.
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‘Private sector should ensure safe workplace’

The Centre on Friday informed the Supreme Court that besides the government sector, it has
urged leading business associations like ASSOCHAM and FICCI to ensure effective
implementation of the law on prevention of sexual harassment at the workplace among their
entities.

The Centre said all States and Union Territories have been asked to organise workshops and
awareness programmes regarding the law in each and every industry, business house and private
sector under their jurisdiction.

The court asked all the States to file their reply on a plea for protection of women from sexual
harassment at workplace

Reply sought in 2 weeks

A Bench of Chief Justice Dipak Misra and justices A.M. Khanwilkar and D.Y. Chandrachud said
States should file their reply in two weeks while the petitioner NGO should file the suggestions, if
any, for ensuring compliance with the Sexual Harassment At Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition)
Act.
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Govt. ignoring plight of children, says SC

Justice Lokur said: “Our policy and decisionmakers need to heed this advice and warning [of
Mandela] and appreciate that they are not doing any favour to the children of our country by caring
for them — it is their constitutional obligation, and the social justice laws enacted by Parliament
need to be effectively and meaningfully enforced.” The implementation of laws meant to protect
the fundamental rights of children had so far been met with “continuing callousness” because
children had “no voice in the affairs of the state,” the court said.

In a slew of directions, the court asked the Ministry of Women and Child Development and all the
State governments to ensure that the posts in the national and State commissions for protection of
child rights, the Juvenile Justice Boards and the Child Welfare Committees were filled
expeditiously.

It requested the Chief Justices of all High Courts to register proceedings on their own for effective
implementation of the 2015 Act. “Finally, we request and urge the Chief Justice of each High Court
to seriously consider establishing child-friendly courts and vulnerable witness courts in each
district.”

The judgment came on a PIL petition for implementation of the Juvenile Justice Act and its rules.
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Centre lists steps to end workplace harassment

The Centre has informed the Supreme Court of its efforts to urge business associations like the
ASSOCHAM and the FICCI to ensure effective implementation of the law to prevent sexual
harassment at workplace.

In an affidavit filed before a Bench led by Chief Justice of India Dipak Misra, the government said
the States and the Union Territories were asked to organise workshops and awareness
programmes on the law in every industry.

Ensuring compliance

On Friday, the Bench asked the States to file, in two weeks, their replies to a plea for protection of
women from sexual harassment at workplace. The petitioner, Initiatives for Inclusion Foundation,
represented by advocates Sanjay Parikh and Esha Shekhar, should file the suggestions for
ensuring compliance with the Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention,
Prohibition, Redressal) Act, 2013.

“Secretary, Industries/Commerce of the States/UTs, have also been advised to organise
workshops and awareness programmes in each and every industry, business house, the private
sector,” the affidavit said. It said an online complaint management system, called the sexual
harassment electronic-box (SHe-Box), was developed for registering complaints of sexual
harassment at workplace.

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

www.thehindu.com 2018-02-13

Winds of change in climate science

For many years, the under-representation of women in science has vexed science policymakers
across the world. The concern now is that the problem may also affect climate change-related
studies. ‘Climate for women in climate science: Women scientists and the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change’, a study published online in the Proceedings of the National Academy
of Sciences, has looked at the question of gender in the authorship of reports by the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the world’s most authoritative compendium
on the science of climate change.

The authors, who are based at the University of Arizona, report that the proportion of female IPCC
authors has seen an increase from less than 5% in 1990 to about 20% in the most recent set of
assessment reports. They interviewed over 100 women IPCC authors across the world and found
that while 87% of women reported a positive experience in the way they are treated, and in their
ability to influence the report, there were many barriers such as race, nationality and command
over English that prevented women scientists from contributing to the best of their capacity.

Sixty per cent of women reported that discussions and writing of IPCC reports were controlled by a
few scientists, and half reported that the workload was not equally distributed. The authors note
that “several felt that more work was required from women than from men, but without appropriate
credit.” There were respondents who said: “There was no equal opportunity to contribute...
decisions were unilateral, non-transparent, a few scientists controlled the write-up” and “the
leadership... [was] rather arrogant and not very inclusive. He only seemed to be interested in your
opinion if you were an Ivy League-tenured, white male professor. In particular, researchers from
developing countries felt excluded by him.”

It’s a common misconception that the humanities alone lends itself to feminist critique. Donna J.
Haraway, biologist and primatologist at the University of California, argued that the study of human
evolution and culture has suffered due to a historical lack of observation of female primates. Ruth
Bleier of the University of Wisconsin-Madison earlier called for a “feminist” view to understanding
the mechanics of cell biology and sex selection.

Climate science, it follows, can only be the wiser with newer perspectives.

Receive the best of The Hindu delivered to your inbox everyday!

Please enter a valid email address.
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Rethinking trafficking

Last year, India protested against the release of a report, ‘Global estimates of modern slavery:
forced labour and forced marriage’, a collaborative effort of the International Labour Organisation
(ILO), the Walk Free Foundation, and the International Organisation for Migration. The report
estimated that there were 40.3 million “modern slaves” worldwide in 2016, with 24.9 million in
forced labour and 15.4 million in forced marriages. It did not name countries, but the writing on the
wall was clear as 17,000 interviews had been conducted in India, and 61.78% of the “modern
slaves” were in Asia and the Pacific. Registering its protest with the ILO, India vowed to undertake
its own surveys. The Chairman of the Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister, and
member of NITI Aayog, Bibek Debroy, was scathing in his critique. He called the estimates on
forced marriage “confused and fuddled” and urged reliance on the government’s reports on child
marriage.

However, as the report forms the baseline for achieving Sustainable Development Goal 8.7
(eradicate forced labour, end modern slavery and human trafficking, and end child labour by
2025), and since NITI Aayog is the body entrusted with the task of overseeing implementation of
the SDGs in the country, India’s desire to protect its international image by measuring “more” and
“better” is wholly inadequate. Rather than succumb to the numbers game played by international
organisations and philanthrocapitalists, India could be more ambitious. It could assert a leadership
role in the global fight against exploitation by countering the influence of neoabolitionism, a
discourse that perpetuates sensationalist accounts of “modern slaves” as victims tricked by
unscrupulous traffickers and whose only hope is to be rescued by law-enforcing heroes. After all,
long before neoabolitionist groups and indeed Western countries set the global policy agenda on
“trafficking”, in the 1970s and 1980s India and Brazil had developed a rich, indigenous
jurisprudence on exploitation. This had a structural understanding of coercion and exploitation in
labour markets and was backed by a creative regulatory response. But sadly today, the Indian
government is set to introduce the Trafficking of Persons (Prevention, Protection and
Rehabilitation) Bill, 2016, which exemplifies neoabolitionism.

India has a complex patchwork of anti-trafficking laws, ranging from the Indian Penal Code and the
Immoral Traffic Prevention Act (ITPA), 1986, to social welfare legislation on contract and bonded
labour, and inter-state migrant work. While criminal laws like the ITPA target ‘bad men’ traffickers,
labour laws presume endemic exploitation in labour markets. In India, a combination of penal,
labour and contract laws are used to impose obligations for better working conditions.
Unfortunately, as the topic of trafficking gained international prominence, the government
understood trafficking to be equivalent to sex trafficking and sex work.

The current definition of trafficking in Section 370 of the IPC is not limited to sex work; yet, the
Trafficking Bill is patently neoabolitionist. It pursues the classic raid-rescue-rehabilitation model,
with stringent penalties for trafficking, including life imprisonment for its aggravated forms,
reversals of burden of proof, and provisions for stripping traffickers of their assets. It creates a
plethora of new institutions with unclear roles, capacious powers (including for surveillance) and
no accountability, alongside a parallel adjudication machinery with special courts and special
public prosecutors. There is no clarity on how the Bill relates to the ITPA and to labour laws.

In a recent statement, scholars, activists and workers’ rights groups argued against extending a
criminal law, raid-rescue-rehabilitation model beyond sex work to other labour sectors. They called
instead for a multi-faceted legal and economic strategy; robust implementation of labour laws; a
universal social protection floor; self-organisation of workers; improved labour inspection, including
in the informal economy; and corporate accountability for decent work conditions. They also
reiterated the need for systemic reforms to counter distress migration, end caste-based
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discrimination, enforce the rural employment guarantee legislation, avoid the indiscriminate rescue
of voluntary sex workers, and protect migrants’ mobility and rights. As the introduction of the
Trafficking Bill in Parliament appears imminent, only a bold, holistic response to what is a
socioeconomic problem of labour exploitation can help India realise SDG 8.7.

Prabha Kotiswaran is Reader in Law and Social Justice, The Dickson Poon School of Law, King's
College London
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Solving the conundrum of jobless growth cycle

In many parts of the world, governments are grappling with the vexing puzzle of “jobless growth”.
Despite economic growth recovering from the crisis of the late 2000s, job growth remains weak.
Global GDP (gross domestic product) for the 2010-2016 time period expanded by a compound
annual growth rate of 2.7%, but employment grew only by 1.3% annually. In India, GDP growth
has averaged 7.2% over the same period, but job growth was a mere 1.4%.

Jobless growth is corrosive. It creates an illusion of vitality, while fomenting income disparity and
limiting upward mobility for many segments of society. Over time, rising inequality will undermine
social harmony and democratic institutions. In an upcoming report by Boston Consulting Group,
we explore the key drivers for this trend and suggest important policy steps to adapt to the
changes.

Thanks to technological progress, geopolitical developments and customer behaviours, products
and services that communities demand and consume around the world are different from only a
few years ago. What’s more, the types of jobs being created in this new global economy are also
vastly different from the past.

Indeed, it is no longer a novel idea that an Indian consumer would be ordering household supplies
via a smartphone from a global platform (like Amazon) while riding in a taxi hailed on a ride-
sharing app (Ola or Uber). The jobs involved in this simple scenario range from network specialists
who optimize the data connectivity to the smartphone, e-commerce specialists who curate the
merchandize offerings on the platform, independent taxi drivers who partner with the ride-hailing
service, and the delivery personnel who will bring the products to your doorstep.

As the digitally-enabled economy transforms, business models worldwide, traditional job-creation
strategies that relied on manufacturing and distributing physical products will no longer be
sufficient to meet the needs of a growing workforce. Instead, countries such as India should
capitalize on the opportunities in digitally-enabled services, personal consumption and expert
ecosystems to unlock the next frontier of job growth and income generation. We propose five key
elements that Indian policymakers should pursue to enhance the nation’s competitiveness and
create high-paying jobs:

1. Incentivize businesses in the digital services and solutions space: Businesses providing
digitally-enabled services to global customers are growing rapidly worldwide, serving a variety of
sectors from industrial goods to media/entertainment with performance optimization, content
delivery, global personalization and financial management services. Policymakers should look
beyond manufacturing for job creation, and increase investment incentives such as tax breaks and
subsidies for employers who serve global markets and innovate new forms of digitally-enabled
services.

2. Promote global expert centres and high-skill worker ecosystems: Thanks to the access to
high-skill workers, Rolls-Royce’s aero engine division has established a global data analytics
centre in Derby, UK centralizing digital capabilities and technical expertise to proactively analyse
and service aircraft engines before they develop any faults.

India can create similar high-paying knowledge jobs by promoting the development of such
centres of expertise, boosting investments in higher education, training workers for high-skill
professions, and extending public support for R&D centres and global corporate hubs for data-
driven insights and decision-making.
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3.Enable SMEs’ (small and medium-sized enterprises) participation in global value chains:
The growth of global digital platforms and ecosystems continues to reduce the barriers to global
competition, disaggregating global value chains and enabling SMEs to provide value-added
products and services globally.

Public policy can facilitate the innovation environment for SMEs by easing regulatory
requirements, increasing access to credit, and promoting financial incentives for SMEs that create
jobs in global value chains delivering products and services.

4. Digitally empower the self-employed: A recent trend across the world is the growth of
freelance or short-term contract work. Drivers on Uber or Ola, providers of on-demand household
help, construction projects, delivery/pickup services, etc. are examples in this so-called “gig
economy”. India can capitalize on this trend by making it easier for service providers to obtain
licenses and accreditation required to perform the work. The government should also facilitate
public mechanisms for identity and service authentication through public domain technology
stacks to open up these new modes of job creation to a wider array of industry and personal
needs.

5. Stimulate domestic consumption: Finally, as the economy matures, India will need to
stimulate private consumption in service sectors like healthcare, finance, education, transportation,
and entertainment.

Historically, this has been limited by large portions of the economy subsisting in the informal
sector, with little access to public services or financial credit for investments in housing, education
or business ventures. The government’s push to document and authenticate the population
through the Aadhaar system is a good start.

Building on this to drive greater social inclusion and enabling access to institutions and public
services is vital next step to unlocking the immense potential of an economy like India’s.

The next phase of globalization is already bringing disruptive changes to economies and societies
worldwide.

It will also fundamentally alter the types of jobs that will drive wealth creation and societal well-
being. Countries and policy-leaders, who understand these shifts and proactively put in place the
foundations for the “new globalization” economy, will not only create fulfilling jobs for their
populations, but also drive greater standards of living in the decades ahead.

Arindam Bhattacharya is a senior partner and director in the New Delhi office of Boston Consulting
Group (BCG). Rajah Augustinraj is a project leader in BCG’s Chennai office and an ambassador
at BCG Henderson Institute.
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Misallocation of welfare schemes’ resources

The Economic Survey 2016-17 pushed for universal basic income (UBI). The survey discussed
various arguments that may be put forth for implementing UBI. It was noted that the case for UBI
has been enhanced because of the weakness of existing welfare schemes which are riddled with
misallocation, leakages and exclusion of the poor. The purpose of this article is to analyse
resource allocation of centrally sponsored schemes (CSS) and check if indeed there is
misallocation of the government’s resources.

To study misallocation, district-wise spending of six top CSS (for FY16) has been studied, which
accounts for more than 50% of total CSS spending. These schemes are: the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS), the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA),
Mid Day Meal Scheme (MDM), the Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY), the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY) and the Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM).

Figure 1 shows the scatter plot of district-wise per poor spending under these six schemes against
head count ratio (HCR, calculated using National Sample Survey 2011-12). Ideally, “per poor”
spending should be the same across districts (black line). It should not matter whether the poor
person is a resident of district A or district B, welfare spending per person should be the same.
However, the actual per poor spending is downward sloping (red line). The poor belonging to a
poor district receive less welfare spending than the poor from richer districts. What explains this
misallocation of resources across districts? Remember that the states have to provide for a
matching grant to get funds from the Centre for CSS.

States such as Bihar and Jharkhand have often represented that they have limited resources and
are not able to provide the state’s share to enable them to access the required funds under CSS.
This is particularly important for schemes like SSA, where the counterpart funds are to the extent
of 35% and the sector is extremely critical for every state. Another important factor leading to this
situation is the inefficient administrative capacity of poor districts leading to poor implementation of
schemes. The Economic Survey 2016-17 had observed that resources allocated to districts are
often a function of the district’s ability to spend them and since richer districts have better
administrative capacities to effectively implement schemes, their spending on welfare schemes is
relatively greater than poor districts’.

The point made above is corroborated in Figure 2. As the own tax revenue (OTR) of states goes
up, their per poor spending also goes up. This happens because as the OTR of states goes up,
their capability to contribute towards matching the grant for CSS goes up because of which they
can get more CSS funding from the Centre.

What could be the consequence of such misallocation of resources? The Economic Survey 2016-
17 made the point that misallocation of funds may lead to exclusion error. We try to provide some
evidence of this for MGNREGA. We compute a district-wise share of total poor and total
MGNREGA spending. If a district’s share of total spending is greater than its share of total poor, it
is classified as a “surplus district”, otherwise a “deficit district”. We find that because of
misallocation, many of the rich districts are in “surplus”, while majority of the poor districts are in
“deficit”.

In the “deficit” districts, the HCR is 38% but the active to registered workers ratio is just 33%. On
the other hand, in “surplus” districts, HCR is just 22% but the ratio of active to registered workers
is 50% (numbers for 2015-16). The lower active-registered worker ratio in poorer districts implies
that the chances of exclusion error is higher. The same trend is observed in other schemes as
well.
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What should be the road ahead for the government? First, there is a need to rationalize existing
welfare schemes. The Union government at present runs hundreds of social welfare schemes
(675 Central sector schemes as per Budget 2017-18). A large majority of these are small in terms
of allocation with the top six to seven schemes accounting for about 50% of total welfare spending.
On top of this there are thousands of other schemes that different state governments run.
Implementing such a large number of schemes efficiently, specially by states with weak
administrative capacity, puts a tremendous burden on states.

The B.K. Chaturvedi committee report (2011) had observed that welfare and other such schemes
should either be weeded out or merged for convergence with larger sectoral schemes or be
transferred to states, which can then continue with these schemes based on their requirements.
Small outlays anyway do not achieve the objective of making an impact across the states.

Second, UBI, as proposed by the Economic Survey in place of many of the existing schemes, is a
powerful idea which must be debated. The government of Jammu and Kashmir has already taken
the lead by announcing in its 2017-18 budget that it will provide UBI to all those living below the
poverty line through a direct benefit transfer system. Successful implementation of the scheme in
Jammu and Kashmir may inspire other states to share the fiscal burden of UBI for its
implementation.

Abhishek Anand is a research officer in the department of economic affairs, ministry of finance.
These are his personal views.

Comments are welcome at theirview@livemint.com
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Increase of 12.10% in Budget allocation for M/o Social Justice & Empowerment in Union Budget
2018-19 over 2017-18
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment

Increase of 12.10% in Budget allocation for M/o Social
Justice & Empowerment in Union Budget 2018-19 over 2017-
18
Increase of 41.03% in Budget allocation for Welfare of OBC
in 2018-19 over 2017-18

New Scheme Venture Capital Fund for OBC’s on similar lines
as Venture Capital Fund for SC’s to be launched

Posted On: 14 FEB 2018 1:57PM by PIB Delhi

There is an increase of 12.10% in the budget allocation for Ministry of Social justice and
Empowerment in the Union Budget 2018-19 over 2017-18. In 2017-18, it was Rs. 6908.00
crore which has now been increased to Rs. 7750.00 crore in 2018-19. Also there is an increase
of 11.57% in the budget allocation for schemes in 2018-19 over 2017-18. In addition, there is
an increase of 41.03% in the budget allocation for the welfare of OBC in 2018-19 over 2017-
18.

A New scheme Venture Capital Fund for OBCs on similar lines as Venture Capital Fund for
SCs to be launched with an initial corpus of Rs. 200 crore.  Rs. 140 crore has been provided
for it  in 2018-19. The Skill Development Training has been given to 13,587 manual
scavengers and their dependents. 809 manual scavengers and their dependents have been
provided bank loans.

For the first time, National Survey will identify victims of drug abuse.  The survey covers 185
districts, 1.5 lakh households and 6 lakh individuals.  The survey is already underway and
expected to be completed by March-April, 2018.For the first time, Rs. 200 crorehas been
provided for rehabilitation of victims of drugs abuse.  15 pilot districts across the country would
be taken up for intensive activities. Under the scheme of rehabilitation of drug victims,
outpatient facilities will be provided in all the centres supported by this Department.  Instead of
de-addiction centres, they will be renamed as Treatment Clinics.  Such treatment clinics will be
set up in major prisons, juvenile homes and major Government hospitals in the States.

For the Pre-Matric Scholarship for OBC, the income eligibility has been increased from
Rs.44,500/- per annum to Rs. 2.5 lakh per annum. For Pre-Matric Scholarship for SC, the
income eligibility has been raised from Rs.2.00 lakhs to Rs. 2.5 lakhs.  Stipend for day scholars
has been raised from Rs. 150 to Rs. 225 and for hostelersit has been raised from Rs. 350 to
Rs. 525/-.Top Class Education for Scheduled Castes has been raised fromRs. 4.5 lakh to Rs. 6
lakh per annum. For Free coaching for SC and OBC students, the income eligibility has been
raised from Rs. 4.5 lakhs to Rs. 6 lakhs.  Stipend has been raised from Rs. 1500/- Rs. 2500/-
for local students and from Rs. 3000 to Rs. 5000 for outstation students. For Pre-matric
Scholarship for OBC, the rates of scholarships has been increased substantially. 
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The earlier rates of scholarships of day - scholars from Class I to V, Class VI to VIII and Class
IX to X of Rs. 25, Rs.40 and Rs. 50 respectively for 10 months has been revised to Rs. 100 per
month for 10 months from Class I to X.Earlier rates of scholarships of hostellers from Class III
to VIII and Class IX to X of Rs. 200 and Rs. 250 respectively for ten months has been revised
to Rs. 500 per month for 10 months from Class III to X.Adhoc grant for all students under the
scheme is Rs. 500 per annum.Under the National Fellowship for Scheduled Castes, the
assistance has been increased from Rs. 25,000/- to Rs. 28,000/- per student.

*****

Sanjay Kumar/MoSJ&E/14.02.2018

(Release ID: 1520541) Visitor Counter : 0

Read this release in: Tamil
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Seizing the property of NRIs who desert their wives is a welcome move

There are too many instances of marriages between an NRI man and an Indian woman turning
abusive and violent, and numerous cases in which the man has, shortly after the wedding,
abandoned his wife. Stories of NRIs who abandon their wives but don’t give up custody of children
and husbands who seize the passports of their wives to prevent them from travelling to India are
familiar to all of us. Once the woman is away from her familiar surrounding in a new country, it is
often difficult for her to break the cycle of abuse. Also, owing to lack of awareness about legal
options, fighting in the courts against unscrupulous men becomes tough for the families of the
women. It comes as no surprise then that the government is considering changes in the criminal
law that will allow confiscation of the property of NRI men for deserting their wives and not
responding to notices issued to them, women and child development minister Maneka Gandhi said
on Monday.

The ministry of external affairs (MEA) has written to the home ministry, proposing changes to the
Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) that will allow summons posted on the website of the MEA to
be considered legally tenable. At present, a woman has to file a complaint with the police who, in
turn, get in touch with the embassies concerned. The mission then serves the summons to the
accused. If three such notices have been served on the website and the offender doesn’t respond,
he’ll be treated as an absconder. Enforcement agencies will then have sanction to attach the
property of such persons and their families.

The frequency of complaints from Indian women abandoned by their NRI husbands has reached
alarming levels. A 2007 study estimated that 25,000 wives of NRIs had been deserted in Punjab
alone. A paper published by the New Jersey based NGO, Manavi, said there were 12,000
abandoned women living in Gujarat in 2004. Although there is no consolidated data available with
the government on the number of women who marry NRIs every year, on December 21, 2017,
minister of state for external affairs minister, VK Singh, told the Rajya Sabha that Indian missions
abroad had received 3,328 complaints from Indian women about marital disputes with their NRI
spouses since 2015. Of these, 3,268 were addressed by providing counselling to the women, and
giving information about procedures, including on how to serve judicial summons to NRI
husbands.

In an attempt to curb incidents of desertion of wives in a foreign country, the government is
thinking of creating a nodal agency to look into problems faced in such marriages. Last year, an
inter-ministerial panel formed under the chairmanship of retired Justice Arvind Goel, former chief
of the NRI Commission of Punjab, recommended that Aadhaar be made mandatory for registration
of NRI marriages in India and the marriages be registered within a week of the ceremony.
Modifications in the CrPC that provide a legal framework to ensure that such NRIs appear before
law enforcement agencies are welcome. The State must back this up with other forms of legal and
financial support for deserted wives. Bringing the men to book is one part of the solution. But
families also ought to exercise greater diligence when arranging the wedding with an NRI groom.
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Protecting the girl child

The courage of a group of Dawoodi Bohra women, who were subject to female genital mutilation
(FGM) and recently began speaking about it publicly, has “shone a light” upon the often
debilitating, secretive process in India, like never before.

Two important developments have followed in the wake of this community coming forward with
their personal stories: a broader and more intense dialogue against the practice has evolved, and
the most committed followers of the practice from the community have retaliated.

A newly formed association of women from the community who believe in the practice describe it
as khatna, khafz, or female circumcision. They consider it to be a harmless cultural and religious
practice of over 1,400 years that involves a tiny excision of the prepuce, which is the fold of skin
surrounding the clitoris. Khatna is carried out on girls as young as seven years of age. These
women insist that female circumcision and FGM are different things: while followers of the tradition
say that the purpose is to achieve taharat or religious purity, those who do not subscribe to the
practice believe that it is meant to curb the sexual urges of a woman.

These assertions notwithstanding, every aspect of the practice, including the nomenclature used,
has now become contested. Anti-khatna activists equate the practice to FGM. They point out that
the “tiny excision” fits into the World Health Organisation’s definition of Type 1a FGM, which is the
removal of the clitoral hood or prepuce only. Further, new research in India suggests that much
more damage is caused than a tiny excision. Besides excessive bleeding, infections and painful
sex, psychological trauma, anxiety and fear are the less recognised side effects of FGM.

Early this month, MP Shashi Tharoor released a study called ‘The Clitoral Hood: A Contested
Site,’ on the occasion of International Day of Zero Tolerance for FGM on February 6. The study
noted that khatna is often done by the traditional cutters, some of whom have performed several
thousands of procedures, a fact that would be consistent with the number of known cases of
botched procedures.

One mitigatory approach that anti-khatna activists demand is for traditional cutters to be educated
about the harms of genital cutting, and be trained in alternative income-generating activities. Given
that there are attempts to medicalise the procedure, activists have also called for the Indian
Medical Association to emphasise that female genital cutting violates a fundamental code of
medical ethics, which is to do no harm. On the one hand, these activists have engaged with the
community and the clergy in a bid to bring the practice to an end in a reasonable manner.
Simultaneously they have filed intervention applications as part of a public interest litigation in the
Supreme Court.

This marks the first instance of an FGM case being lodged in the highest court of India, with hope
that it may follow in the steps of Australia, where individuals have been convicted for FGM.
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Marriage is a civil contract — adultery or divorce should have only civil consequences
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12% increase in budget outlay of Ministry of Tribal Affairs in the Budget 2018-19
Ministry of Tribal Affairs

12% increase in budget outlay of Ministry of Tribal Affairs in
the Budget 2018-19

All Tribal blocks with more than 50% ST population and at
least 20000 Tribal persons to have Ekalavya Model School
by 2022

Posted On: 16 FEB 2018 5:30PM by PIB Delhi

The Ministry of Tribal Affairs will set up 562 more Ekalavya Model Residential School (EMRS) in
tribal areas of the country. Briefing media persons on the budgetary provisions for Budget 2018-19
the Minister for Tribal Affairs, Shri Jual Oram said that 271 EMRSs have already been sanctioned
out of which 190 are currently operational. Shri Jual Oram said that the government is committed
to provide the best quality education to the tribal children in their own environment. The Finance
Minister in his budget speech had announced “the Government is committed to provide the best
quality education to the tribal children in their own environment. To realize this mission, it has been
decided that by the year 2022, every block with more than 50% ST population and at least 20,000
tribal persons, will have an Ekalavya Model Residential School. Ekalavya Schools will be on par
with Navodaya Vidyalayas and will have special facilities for preserving local art and culture
besides providing training in sports and skill development.”

 

The Minister of Tribal Affairs explained that the EMRSs provide boarding and lodging facilities to
tribal students and will be brought at par with the Jawahar Navodaya Vidyala through high quality
education. An amount of Rs.241.60 Crore was released to States during 2017-18 for meeting
reccuring cost of 190 functional EMRSs where about 56000 Tribal Students are enrolled at the
rate of Rs.42,000/ student per annum.

 

The Ministry of Tribal Affairs has been allocated an amount of Rs. 6000 Crores in 2018-19 (BE) as
compared to Rs. 5329.32 Crores in 2017-18 (BE) showing an increase of 12% (Rs.670.68 Crore)
over the previous year.

 

Shri Jual Oram also disclosed that 24 items of Forest Produce are now been given MSP which will
substantially increase the income of the tribal population. Similarly, loans are been given to Tribal
Self Help Groups thourgh National Tribes Finance Development Corporation at low interest rate
varying from1% to 8%. As announced by the Finance Minister in his budget speech, more than
Rs.39000 Crore have been allocated for STs in 2018-19 under the Tribal Subplans Schemes, Shri
Jual Oram said.
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Secretary, M/o Tribal Affairs, Ms. Leena Nair disclosed that during the budget 2018-19, 5 new
ministries have been included in the Scheduled Tribe Component (STC) and there are now 37
Central Ministries and Departments having STC funds catering to specific tribal development in
various sectors through 297 different schemes. The Ministry of Tribal Affairs will now monitor
expenditure of these funds. For this, an online monitoring system has been put in place with web
address http://stcmis.nic.in , she explained.

 

Ms. Nair also disclosed that 21 Tribal Research Institutes are being set up and 11 museums of
national importance for tribal freedom fighters are planned in different States. The foundation of
one such state of the art Tribal museum has already been laid by the Hon’ble Prime Minister in
Gujarat, the Tribal Affairs Secretary explained.

*****

NB/AP/UD
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Sex ratio at birth dips in 17 large States, Gujarat tops list

The sex ratio at birth (SRB) saw a decline in 17 out of 21 large states of the country, with Gujarat
recording an alarming dip of 53 points, a Niti Aayog report stated and stressed on the need to
check sex-selective abortion.

According to the report, among the 17 states which recorded substantial drop of 10 points or more,
in Gujarat the SRB fell to 854 females from 907 females per 1,000 males born registering a drop
of 53 points from 2014-15 (base year) to 2015-16 (reference year).

Gujarat is followed by Haryana, which registered a drop of 35 points, Rajasthan (32 points),
Uttarakhand (27 points), Maharashtra (18 points), Himachal Pradesh (14 points), Chhattisgarh
(drop of 12 points), and Karnataka (11 points), the Healthy States, Progressive India report states.

“There is a clear need for States to effectively implement the Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal
Diagnostic Techniques (PCPNDT) Act, 1994 and take adequate measures to promote the value of
the girl child,” the report stated.
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‘Saudi women can open businesses’

Women in Saudi Arabia can now open their own businesses without the consent of a husband or
male relative, as the kingdom pushes to expand the private sector.

The policy change, announced by the Saudi government last week, also marks a major step away
from the strict guardianship system present in the country for decades.

Reform measures

“Women can now launch their own businesses and benefit from (governmental) e-services without
having to prove consent from a guardian,” the Ministry of Commerce and Investment said on its
website.

Under Saudi Arabia’s guardianship system, women are required to present proof of permission
from a male “guardian” — normally the husband, father or brother. However, of late, the kingdom
is pushing to expand women’s employment under a reform plan for a post-oil er

The public prosecutor’s office this month said it would begin recruiting women investigators for the
first time. The kingdom has also opened 140 positions for women at airports and border crossings,
a historic first that the government said drew 1,07,000 women applicants.

Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman has been leading the drive to expand the role of women in
the workforce. His father, King Salman, in September approved the end of a decades-long ban on
driving, which goes into effect in June.

Prince Mohammed is widely seen as the architect behind the “Vision 2030” reform programme,
which seeks to elevate the percentage of women in the workforce from 22% to nearly one-third.
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Land of injustice

A tragedy, the self-immolation of Bhanuprasad Vankar, a 61-year-old Dalit activist in Patan, last
week, has brought the issue of landlessness among Dalits into focus. Vankar, a leader of the
Rashtriya Dalit Adhikar Manch, is said to have taken the extreme step after the Patan district
administration kept stalling the transfer of ownership titles of two plots to their Dalit owners. The
protests across Gujarat that followed Vankar’s death have forced the state government to action: It
has agreed to facilitate the title deeds, free protestors who were arrested, including independent
legislator Jignesh Mevani, and promised to address other concerns flagged by the protest.

Land has become central to the Dalit political discourse in Gujarat, especially since the Una
protests in July 2016. Leaders who emerged from the mobilisations around Una, like Jignesh
Mevani, have foregrounded the issue of land ownership over more routine discussions about
constitutional rights and caste discrimination.

In fact, they see Dalit access to land as an essential step towards ending marginalisation and as a
means to break free of the social relations and economic structures that reinforce discrimination. A
major demand of the Mevani-led Dalit Asmita Yatra in 2016 was five acres of land for each
landless family. However, mainstream political parties have so far refused to endorse the demand
of land for the landless.

Not surprisingly, then, Dalit mobilisations over the land question have been spearheaded mostly
by new social movements, outside the platforms of established parties. According to the Socio
Economic and Caste Census 2011, over 67 per cent of Dalit families in the country do not own
land. Dalit landlessness, more than even among tribals, is a serious concern even in states like
Kerala that have experienced land reforms in some form.

Here, state interventions did not go beyond tenancy reforms and protection, which mostly
benefited the intermediary and backward castes, and failed to facilitate transfer of land ownership
to Dalits. At the same time, socially empowered communities have been encroaching and
appropriating the commons, further marginalising Dalits. Gandhian movements like Bhoodan to
communist party-led mobilisations engaged with the land question, but they refused to recognise
that it also had a caste dimension.

The new Dalit mobilisations have been insistently raising the land question as a caste issue.
Governments have so far evaded acting on the demand by arguing that they are short of land to
distribute among the landless, a claim increasingly contested by the new social movements. If
radical or innovative solutions are necessary to address the claims of the landless, the
administration must explore those quickly.
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Transgender rights should not depend on a screening

When the ministry of social justice and empowerment proposed to institute district screening
committees in the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill 2016, its aim was to issue a
certificate of identity to a transgender person, which in turn would “confer rights and be a proof of
recognition of his identity as a transgender person”. Such an identity card would also no doubt
enable access to social welfare schemes that transgender persons were entitled to under the far-
reaching Nalsa judgment of 2014.

However, the conventional wisdom of such a move belies its discriminatory impulse. Rights are
not conferred after screening for appropriateness. Fundamental rights are guaranteed to every
citizen from the moment of their birth, irrespective of their identity. Second, if the purpose of such a
screening committee is to prevent ‘fake’ transgender persons from claiming welfare—dividing an
already thin slice of pie even further must be done with utmost care—this anxiety cannot be
addressed by taking away the right to self-determination of gender identity. Self-determination is
the underlying spirit of the Nalsa judgment, not least because other genders—men and
women—requires only the word of the person to assert them. If the Parliament passes a law that
is more concerned about keeping people out than expanding the net of inclusion, such a law is
only doomed to create more trouble than alleviate existing problems.

If the bill that is expected to be tabled when the Budget session resumes on March 5 does away
with screening committees, it must come up with an equally progressive alternative that ensures
that the assertion of a transgender person alone is enough, without them having to depend on the
satisfaction of any bureaucrat, medical officer or psychologist, or any other person in a committee.
By all means, create committees to examine how welfare schemes can be made more trans
inclusive, and to study how the absence of class, caste, and educational privileges affect
transgender persons, as well. This would be a far more effective way of ensuring that schemes
reach the people who actually need them. Give committees teeth so that such entitlements are
disbursed not only on paper but in practice.

Transgender persons have been historically discriminated against, by state and people alike. It is
the job of the bill to protect their rights, not determine the rights based on an identity card.
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Gender-responsive policies and investments can improve the lot of women across the world

In analysing the 2030 agenda for sustainable development, a study conducted by UN Women has
found, unsurprisingly, that gender inequalities are pervasive in every dimension of sustainable
development. The study titled ‘Turning promises into action: Gender equality in the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development’ breaks down the gender aspect in every sustainable development
goal (SDG) and finds that across the world, women fare worse than men in all indicators. For
example, the poverty rate in south and central Asia is 15.8% for women, as compared to 14.5% for
men; the global gender pay gap is 23%; and the labour force participation rate for prime working-
age women since 1997 has actually fallen in southern Asia (by 14.7 percentage points in
Kyrgyzstan, 10.3 percentage points in Bangladesh, and 8.1 percentage points in India).

Given that neither nutrition nor education is considered a priority for girls and women in many
parts of the world, especially in south Asian countries, women and girls face multiple and
intersecting forms of discrimination. In India, the caste dimension makes matters even worse. The
report finds that an average upper caste woman is likely to live 14.6 years more than a Dalit
woman. Poverty also affects women more than men. For every 100 men between the ages of 25
and 34 living in extreme poverty, there are 122 women. A larger problem is that gendered systems
in society make it harder for women to climb out of poverty and cycles of deprivation and
discrimination.

There is much that can be done in order to reduce these inequalities. As the report points out, one
of the most important things is to ensure that data about gender is collected and made available
more readily, especially in the developing world. Constant monitoring of progress is one of the
most important ways of informing policy decisions that can make effective interventions in the lives
of women and girls around the world. Governments must, at local and national levels, prioritise
gender-responsive policies and investments. Encouraging adolescent girls to stay in school or
providing pre-school and day care for children, for instance, can be effective ways of reducing the
amount of time women and girls spend in unpaid domestic care work. One of the most important
things the report highlights is that there cannot be sustainable development if it excludes half the
population of the world.
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Dara Shukoh’s writings can come as a refreshing source for infusing peace and harmony: Vice
President
Vice President's Secretariat

Dara Shukoh’s writings can come as a refreshing source for
infusing peace and harmony: Vice President

All religions seek to unite people and the common strand in
each of them is spiritualism, tolerance and respect for
others;

Visits exhibition on Prince Dara Shukoh

Posted On: 20 FEB 2018 1:37PM by PIB Delhi

The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu has said that Prince Dara Shukoh’s writings
can come as a refreshing source for infusing peace and harmony, whenever we are confronted by
the narrow walls that tend to divide humanity and conflicts that result in needless violence. He was
addressing the gathering after visiting the exhibition that showcases the forgotten Prince of yester
years Dara Shukoh organized by Mr. Francois Gautier, at Indira Gandhi National Centre for the
Arts, in New Delhi today.

 

The Vice President called the exhibition most timely and might help us better understand
humanity’s eternal quest for peace, harmony and love. He further said that Prince Dara Shukoh,
one of the sons of Emperor Shah Jehan grew up under the unmistakable influence of the
teachings of the Sufi Saint, Shaik Muin-uddin Chisti. His message is relevant for all times, he
added.

 

The vice President said that principles of Sufism are highly relevant to break down narrow
prejudices and bring people together, especially in today’s world of materialism, consumerism and
growing religious fundamentalism. He further said that all religions seek to unite people and the
common strand in each of them, including Sufism, is spiritualism, tolerance and respect for others.
There is a greater need today to put into practice some of the meaningful teachings of Sufi saints
to bring harmony between all groups of society and break down divisive walls between
communities, he added.

 

Following is the text of Vice President’s address:

 

“I am happy to be visiting this exhibition which showcases the forgotten prince of yester years
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Dara Shukoh, the Prince who exemplified an extraordinarily broad vision of cultural synthesis.

 

I think this is most timely and might help us better understand humanity’s eternal quest for peace,
harmony and love.

 

As we look at the long history of human existence, we see a relentless quest. We in different parts
of the planet, in different cultures and societies, have asked questions about our life and its deeper
purpose and significance.

 

Each society has come up with different answers and explanations. Religions, belief systems and
world views took shape.

 

Over a period of time, these have become institutionalized. The edicts, the scriptures, sculptures,
art, architecture, music and performing arts gave expression to these belief systems. They
provided a sheet anchor to humanity, a bonding force to face the uncertainties and life’s twists and
turns. It increased cohesion and group solidarity. Underlying all religions is the need for self-
actualization, the social need to connect with fellow human beings and the spiritual need to
connect with some higher force.

 

This quest for the spirit of oneness has ironically both unified as well as divided humanity because
of the difference in the external forms, rituals, texts, names and symbols.

 

The human history has many lessons for us. We have periods of long bitter wars fought in the
name of religion. We have peaks of peaceful co-existence and depths of strident intolerance.
Every era has examples of this ceaseless battle between various religious groups and also of the
refreshing soothing voices of, balanced, path breaking visionaries.

 

Sisters and Brothers,

 

This is a constant struggle of letting the voices of harmony, mutual respect and understanding rise
up. Today’s symposium is a step in that direction. We are examining the relevance of Sufism
today and also recalling a forgotten prince of yesteryears. One is a philosophical strand that has
through the ages has been one of the unifying influences binding people throughout its long and
rich history. The second is Dara Shukoh, the Prince who exemplified an extraordinarily broad
vision of cultural synthesis.
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In today’s world of materialism, consumerism and growing religious fundamentalism, the principles
of Sufism are highly relevant to break down narrow prejudices and bring people together.
Basically, all religions seek to unite people and the common strand in each of them, including
Sufism, is spiritualism, tolerance and respect for others. As the famous poet Iqbal had said
“Majhab Nahi Sikhaata Aapas me Bair Rakhna”. No religion teaches us to fight among ourselves.

 

In fact, in the present times when religious bigotry and narrow sectarian ideologies are gaining
ground, and when attempts are being made to use religion as a force to divide people, tenets of
Sufism like true belief in Divine Oneness, acting in accordance with the Divine Will, practicing
altruism, giving preference to well being of others and purity of intention, among others can act as
a cementing force.

 

Like many religions of the world that have found in India a hospitable home, Sufism has also been
a part of India’s cultural landscape since medieval times. The Indian ethos and the cultural,
philosophic tradition has always recognized and celebrated diversity and plurality. Ours is a
country that recognized thousands of years ago that - “Ekam sat vipra bahudha vadanti” (Truth is
one, sages call it by various names).

 

Early mystics of Sufism like Rabia and Mansoor remain symbols of divine love. The 10th century
Sufi mystic Rabia represents the ideal of selfless love preached by Sufi mystics.

 

The preachings of divine love by Sufi saints permeated Sufi philosophy and made them popular
everywhere including most parts of the Middle East, Iraq, Iran, Turkey Central Asia, Afghanistan
and the subcontinent. Rumi, inspired by Shams Tabrezi, wrote some of the greatest Sufi poetry
which is popular all over the world today, including his celebrated masnavi.

 

Similarly, Hafez of Shiraz wrote some of the greatest poems which celebrate divine love. Hafez’s
poetry is an elegant expression of the experience of divine love, a recurring motif in his work.
Hafez has been a great source of inspiration for generations of poets, thinkers and people across
all segments of society. No wonder his mausoleum in Shiraz in Iran, attracts millions of visitors to
this day.

 

Urdu poets from the earliest ages have brought into a sharp focus the synthesizing influence of
Sufism, bringing out its many facets such as fanaa (mortality or annihilation of self), baqaa
(permanence or divine eternity), qatra (drop), being a part of dariya (ocean) or zarra (speck) as a
part of a sehra (desert). In this manner, man’s relationship with God had been defined by several
poets, many of them emphasizing the commonality of faiths.

 

As Meer Taqi Meer says:
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Uske farogh-e-husn se jhamke hain sab main noor

shama-e-haram ho ya ho diya somnath ka

(It is His beauty which illuminates everything

Be it a candle in a mosque or a lamp in the temple of Somnath)

 

Sufi saints attracted followers from all faiths and to this day we find this spirit of togetherness when
it comes to spiritualism in practice. For example, Khaja Mohiuddin Chisti’s shrine in Ajmer, Hazrath
Nizammuddin Auliya’s dargah in New Delhi and Ameen Peer Dargah near Kadapa in my own
state of Andhra Pradesh—these are among thousands of such shrines venerated by people
across the country.

 

All these great saints like rishis and munis deeply loved humanity and could see the vital
connection between humanity and divinity.

 

No wonder the impact of Sufi philosophy on Indian culture and social reform has been enormous.
As Narada in his Bhakti Sutra’s defines ‘devotion’, it is selfless love in its highest form. This
selfless love is underpinned by qualities that are fundamental for peaceful coexistence – empathy
and enlarged vision, a willingness to listen and understand, and an ability to tolerate differences
and recognize the commonalities.

 

Today we are also inaugurating an exhibition of a remarkable person in Indian history who had
internalized some of these qualities in his actions.

 

Prince Dara Shukoh, one of the sons of Emperor Shah Jehan grew up under the unmistakable
influence of the teachings of the Sufi Saint, Shaik Muin-uddin Chisti. He studied all prominent
religions of the world especially Islam and Hinduism and wrote the remarkable work called
“Majma-ul-Bahrain” or the “Mingling of the two Oceans” in which he said that he did not find “any
difference except verbal, in the way they sought to comprehend the truth”, and both ‘represent
spiritual effort of man to realize Truth and God”. His message is relevant for all times.

 

Whenever we are confronted by the narrow walls that tend to divide humanity and conflicts that
result in needless violence, Dara Shukoh’s writings can come as a refreshing source for infusing
peace and harmony. In fact, there are many such luminaries who have left their imprint on the
sands of time and whose lives and messages need to be studied and popularized.
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There is a greater need today to put into practice some of the meaningful teachings of Sufi saints
to bring harmony between all groups of society and break down divisive walls between
communities.

 

I am glad that Mr. Francois Gautier has dedicated many years of his professional life to the study
of Indian history and has been organizing a number of programmes to share the lessons he has
drawn from this treasure house. I compliment him and his team in Foundation for Advancement of
Cultural Ties (FACT) for presenting the facts and a dispassionate analysis.

 

I would like to see that more such knowledge-sharing events are organized to build stronger bonds
between people of different religions and cultures. For all those who care about our present and
the future, it is important to build on all that is noble and glorious and avoid sliding into the dark
alleys of distortion and destruction. To echo the saints of this ancient land, “Tamaso ma
Jyotirgamaya” (Lead us from darkness to Light).

 

Jai Hind!”

***

AKT/BK/RK
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Amnesty report attacks India

Indian authorities were openly critical of human rights defenders in 2017, feeding a climate of
hostility and violence against them, according to the latest State of the World’s Human Rights
report by Amnesty International.

“Repressive laws were used to stifle freedom of expression, and journalists and press freedom
came under increasing attack. Several journalists and Human Rights Defenders also lost their
lives. Freedom of expression in universities also remained under threat,” the Amnesty report said
about India.

The report pointed out that the Home Ministry said that it had refused to renew the foreign funding
licence of the NGO known as People’s Watch because it had allegedly portrayed India’s human
rights record in a “negative light” internationally.

Religious minorities across South Asia faced attacks from violent mobs while the authorities either
failed to protect them, did not hold the perpetrators accountable, or even stoked a climate of
hostility against them, the report said.
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Courts cannot annul marriage of adults: SC

A Bench, led by Chief Justice Dipak Misra, defined the limits of the court’s jurisdiction in the
Hadiya case. Ms. Hadiya, a 26-year-old homoeopathy student, had converted to Islam and then
married a Muslim.

“Can a court say a marriage is not genuine or whether the relationship is not genuine? Can a court
say she [Hadiya] did not marry the right person? She came to us and told us that she married of
her own accord,” Justice D.Y. Chandrachud observed.

The Kerala High Court had annulled Ms. Hadiya’s marriage to Shafin Jahan. calling it a “sham”
Her father, Asokan K.M., alleged that she had been indoctrinated by a “well-oiled network,”
involved in recruiting Indian citizens and trafficking them abroad. “She said on the telephone to her
father that she wants to go to Syria to rear sheep. There may be fathers who receive such news
with calm and fortitude, but this father was alarmed,” senior advocate Shyam Divan, appearing for
Mr. Asokan, addressed the Bench.

Justice D.Y. Chandrachud countered that if there was trafficking of citizens involved, the
government had the power to stop it on the basis of credible information. If citizens were travelling
abroad to be part of a manifest illegality, then too, the government had the authority to stop them.

“But in personal law, we cannot annul marriages because she did not marry the right person,”
Justice Chandrachud asked Mr. Divan.
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Saving lives: on mortality rate

A new country-wise ranking of neonatal mortality rates — the number of babies dying in their first
month for every thousand live births — gives India cause for both hope and shame. Shame,
because the report, produced by the United Nations Children’s Fund (Unicef), ranks India behind
poorer countries such as Bangladesh, Nepal and Rwanda. Hope, because the ranking shows that
financial resources are not the biggest constraint in improving this health indicator; political will is.
According to the report, titled “Every Child Alive”, while average newborn mortality in low-income
nations is nine times that of high-income ones, several countries buck the trend, showing a way
forward for India. For example, Sri Lanka and Ukraine, which like India are categorised as lower-
middle income economies, had a neonatal mortality of around 5/1000 in 2016. In comparison, the
U.S., a high-income economy, did only slightly better with a rate of 3.7/1000. Meanwhile, Rwanda,
which falls in the lowest income group of less than $1,005 per capita, has brought down its
mortality rates from 41/1000 in the 1990s to 16.5 through programmes targeted at poor and
vulnerable mothers. Money matters, but intent matters more.

India saw the 31st highest newborn-mortality rate, at 25.4 deaths per 1000 in 2016, while Pakistan
had the highest. Coming in after 30 countries is no comfort, however, because a small mortality
rate can translate to numerous deaths when the birth-rate is high. This means India lost 640,000
babies in 2016, more than any other country. How can we chip away at this staggering number?
The report points out that the most powerful solutions are not necessarily the most expensive. The
10 critical products that hospitals must stock to save newborns include a piece of cloth to keep a
baby warm and close to the mother to encourage breastfeeding. The list also includes antibiotics
and disinfectants, the use of which can stave off killers like sepsis and meningitis. But other
solutions will need greater investment. The biggest cause of death is premature birth, while the
second is complications like asphyxia during delivery. Preventing these would mean paying
attention to the mother’s health during pregnancy and ensuring she delivers in a hospital attended
by trained doctors or midwives. India has programmes such as the Janani Suraksha Yojana for
this, but must expand its reach in laggard States like Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh. Then
there are factors outside the healthcare system, like female literacy rates, that make a big
difference to healthcare-seeking behaviour. But changes in education levels will come slowly.
Despite these challenges, progress is within reach. States like Kerala and Tamil Nadu show that
by focussing on these factors, newborn deaths can be brought to fewer than 15 per 1000 in Indian
settings. It’s time for the rest of India to follow suit.
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The draft of Assam’s National Register of Citizens is a first step, but it opens up concerns
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Unwanted: 21 million girls

(Written by Seema Jayachandran)

A number can make us pay attention to a societal problem. India has 63 million “missing women.”
That stark number makes it harder to ignore the shortage of girls in India. The 2018 Economic
Survey gives us a powerful new number: India has twenty-one million “unwanted girls”. This
number describes the girls who are born but not treated well. Crafting a new statistic that brings a
spotlight to this problem will be an important legacy of the Economic Survey.

“Missing women” are the girls and women who would be alive today if parents were not aborting
female foetuses. Girls getting less food and healthcare add to this count by raising female
mortality. Amartya Sen woke us up to this problem in 1990 with an article titled “More Than 100
Million Women Are Missing”. He counted the missing women across several countries such as
India, China and Pakistan. Many people knew the problem existed, but Sen’s number, called out in
the title of his article, made the problem salient.

The population census enumerates everyone in a country, which allowed Sen, and others after
him, to quantify missing women based on the sex ratio of the population. Today, there are 63
million fewer women counted in the Census in India than there naturally should be. Once we have



crackIAS.com

crackIAS.com

quantified the problem, we can track whether it is improving or worsening. We can benchmark
India against other countries. We can make state-wise comparisons and see that Haryana and
Punjab, and, more surprisingly, Telangana, have a large missing women problem.

“Unwanted girls” are girls who are alive but likely disfavoured by their parents. They receive less
healthcare and schooling, with life-long effects on their well-being. It is not news that many parents
favour boys over girls. What we lacked was a statistic that quantified the scope of the problem.
Now we have it: Twenty-one million unwanted girls under the age of 25 in India. These girls are
more precisely described as “less wanted” children. They are daughters that parents gave birth to
when they were really hoping for a son. We cannot know if their parents would be happier without
the girl; what we can surmise is the parents were disappointed to have given birth to a girl.

How do we detect this “less wantedness” or “unwantedness”? Here is a common pattern of
childbearing. A couple wants to have two children, ideally one son and one daughter, but it’s
especially important to them to have at least one son. If they have two daughters in a row, they will
keep having children until they get a son. (Meanwhile, if they have two sons in a row, they might
regret having no daughter but not enough to expand their family.) A son might arrive on the third
birth, and their children will be girl, girl, then boy.

It might take two tries: Girl, girl, girl, then boy. Notice that in both cases, the last child in the family
is a boy. If we aggregate all families, we’d notice that the sex ratio of the last child (SRLC) is male-
skewed. SRLC is thus a revealing measure of parents wanting sons. A subtle but important point
is that these fertility “stopping rules” do not skew the populations’ overall sex ratio. I used the
SRLC measure in my research to show that the fervent desire for sons in India is not a feature of
all less economically developed societies. For example, in the historical US, there wasn’t a male-
skewed SRLC.

The Economic Survey built on this work and took it further. Its analysis revealed that even Kerala
and Assam have a male-skewed SRLC; if we only tracked missing women, these states would
look problem-free. Importantly, the report also calculated the India-wide total of 21 million. In the
figure below, taken from the report, the right panel shows that last children are disproportionately
male. The left panel shows that non-last children are more female; that’s because the child being
female led the parents to keep having children in their quest for a son. The 21 million unwanted
girls can be calculated using the left panel: They form the gap between what would occur naturally
— the dashed horizontal line at a sex ratio of 1.05 — and what we actually see.

Many couples have a girl when they were hoping for a boy. If the girls are nonetheless treated
equally, this would not be much of a problem. Unfortunately, girls get fewer resources than boys.
The stopping behaviour means that girls tend to grow up in larger families. Even if parents treat
their children equally, girls are disadvantaged by being in families with fewer resources to spend
per child. Moreover, parents who passionately want sons, unsurprisingly, favour them once born.
Boys are more likely to get immunisations. India shows a gender gap in stunting compared to
other parts of the world, consistent with girls consuming less nutritious food. One study found that
one year after parents were advised that their child needed surgery to correct a heart defect, 70
per cent of the boys but only 44 percent of the girls had undergone the surgery.

This is why having 21 million unwanted girls is unacceptable. I am hopeful that by alerting us to
the size of the problem, the Economic Survey will spur efforts to fix it. But we need to be smart in
how we track progress. A decline in the number of unwanted girls isn’t necessarily progress.
Unwanted girls arise when parents keep having more children to obtain a son. Couples are
becoming more reluctant to have large families and are gaining better access to ultrasound.
“Trying again” might give way to more sex-selection. It will not be progress if we achieve fewer
unwanted girls at the cost of more missing women.
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The goal is for both numbers to come down. The way forward is to improve women’s earnings
opportunities so that dowries are lower and women have more say in family decision-making.
Better options for people to support themselves in old age, such as a good pension system, would
make having a son less paramount to couples. We also need more efforts that take on society’s
norms and try to reshape them so that people start valuing daughters as much as sons. The writer
is associate professor, department of economics, Northwestern University and led the study that
put the figure on ‘unwanted girls’.

(The writer is associate professor, department of economics, Northwestern University and led the
study that put the figure on ‘unwanted girls’)
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New India needs women as equal partners, says Modi

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has stressed the need to have women as equal partners in the
development of the country.

“Today, the country is moving forward from the path of women development to women-led
development,” he said in the 41st edition of his Mann Ki Baat radio broadcast on Sunday.

Recalling Swami Vivekananda’s words that “the idea of perfect womanhood is perfect
independence”, Mr. Modi said: “This idea of Swami ji about 125 years ago expresses the
contemplation of woman power in Indian culture. Today, it is our duty to ensure the participation of
women in every field of life, be it social or economic life; it is also our fundamental duty.”

The Prime Minister said a woman’s power today underlined inner fortitude and self-confidence,
which made her self-reliant.

“Not only has she herself advanced but has carried forward the country and society to newer
heights ... Today the country is moving forward from the path of women development to women-
led development,” he said.

Referring to International Women’s Day observed every year on March 8, he said, “We are part of
a tradition where men were identified because of women. Yashoda-Nandan, Kaushalya-Nandan,
Gandhari-Putra, these were identities of a son ...”

Focus on safety

Apart from women’s rights, Mr. Modi spoke at length about National Safety Day, National Science
Day and issues such as clean energy.

“If we are not aware of safety in our daily life, if we are not able to attain a certain level, it will get
extremely difficult during the time of disasters,” he said.

Mr. Modi regretted that while people read signboards put up on safety issues, they often ignored
the messages.

“Leave aside natural disasters, most of the mishaps are a consequence of some mistake or the
other on our part. If we stay alert, abide by the prescribed rules and regulations, we shall not only
be able to save our own lives but we can also prevent catastrophes harming society,” he said.

He urged the people to inculcate safety in their day-to-day lives, stressing that India had to
become a “risk-conscious” society.

He said that till three years ago, thousands of people lost their lives every year because of heat
waves.

Since then, the National Disaster Management Authority had organised workshops on heatwave
management to raise awareness among the people, the Prime Minister said.

“In 2017, the death toll on account of heatwave remarkably came down to around 220 or so. This
proves that if we accord priority to safety, we can actually attain safety,” he said.

‘Gobar Dhan’ scheme
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Mr. Modi also referred to the newly launched “Gobar Dhan” scheme for converting rural waste into
clean energy through biogas under the government’s Swachch Bharat campaign. ‘Gobar Dhan’ —
Galvanising Organic Bio Agro Resources — would ensure a hygienic environment in villages and
monetise cattle dung and solid agricultural waste.
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The ‘conservation vs people’ approach to protecting wildlife has hit tribals hard

In a tit-for-tat response to the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA)’s March 2017 circular,
which asks states not to confer forest rights to any tribal or forest dwelling communities in tiger
habitats, the National Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST) has temporarily banned
displacement of tribals from forest areas and critical tiger reserves. It has also asked the Union
environment ministry to revisit the rehabilitation policy to ensure tiger conservation does not
infringe on tribal rights. In a letter to secretary (environment), CK Mishra, NCST secretary, Raghav
Chandra, said the NTCA circular cannot override the Forest Rights Act of 2006, which safeguards
the rights of forest-dwelling tribals. “It has also demanded that all displacement be kept in
abeyance and the rehabilitation policy be revisited before any more displacement,” a national
newspaper reported last week.

This face-off is not new. Its genesis is as old as India’s Wildlife Protection Act of 1972 and the
launch of the Project Tiger in 1973. The project was started to revive the tiger population, which
had dwindled because of hunting and habitat destruction. Over the next decades, the country’s
wildlife sanctuary system expanded from 10 national parks to more than 100; there are now over
600 protected areas in the country, including 50 tiger reserves. To reach the goal, these reserves
had to be cleared of traditional dwellers, who many conservationists wrongly thought would be an
impediment in this plan.

This ‘conservation vs people’ approach to protecting wildlife only worsened the lives of thousands
of the forest-dependent tribal communities in India. On paper, however, the State acknowledges
that “although there is a need to keep forest reserves as inviolate for the purposes of tiger
conservation, this ought to be done without affecting the rights of traditional forest dwellers”.

The NTCA also has the mandate to ensure conservation along with human coexistence. But on
the ground, this is not the case: there is a clear demarcation of priorities of both sides. This is not
just an India-specific problem: in order to make room for wildlife, tourism and industry,
governments all over the world are using conservation as a pretext to drive the world’s most
endangered peoples away from the lands and animals they have lived with for generations, say
activists.

One of the main reasons why finding a common ground on this issue is difficult is this: India’s
rehabilitation record of tribals has been abysmal. The challenge is also far greater because not
just are the jungles integral to the social and cultural lives of tribals, but also they are not equipped
with the necessary tools — education and skills — to thrive in a modern world. And it is here the
failure of the Indian State to provide even basic facilities to the poorest of the poor lies exposed.
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Free sanitary napkins for schoolgirls in Odisha

Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik chairing a meeting in Bhubaneswar.Special
ArrangementBiswaranjanRout  

The Naveen Patnaik government on Monday launched “Khushi”, a scheme to provide free sanitary
napkins to schoolgirls across Odisha.

“Under the scheme, the State will provide free sanitary napkins to 17 lakh girls in government and
government-aided schools from Class VI to XII,” said Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik while
launching the initiative at the State Secretariat here.

Women empowerment

Stating that his “government is always committed to the empowerment of women”, Mr. Patnaik
said, “From Mission Shakti (for economic empowerment) to MAMATA (a maternity benefit
scheme) to 50% reservation (in local bodies), women have been the focal point of all our key
interventions.”

In addition to this, Mr. Patnaik said that the government will also expand social marketing of
sanitary napkins for women and girls in the community at subsidised rates.
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Women’s Healthcare: Policy Options
Report Summaries

Women’s Healthcare: Policy
Options

    Download Document

  Report Summary  (636 KB)
The Committee on Empowerment of Women (Chairperson: Ms. Bijoya Chakravarty)
submitted its report on ‘Women’s Healthcare: Policy Options’ on January 3, 2018. 

●

Synergy between the central and state policies:  The Committee noted that synergy
between the central and state policies will bring changes in women's healthcare.  For
example, the Committee observed that transportation of expectant mothers to the nearest
delivery points still remains a hard task in view of (i) difficult geographical terrains, (ii) lack of
transportation facilities, (iii) natural calamities, (iv) security threats, curfews, hartals, among
others.  In this regard, the Committee recommended that the central government must
discuss with states to build 'pre-delivery hubs', preferably close to the delivery points to take
care of such transportation issues.  Further, it observed that such hubs would help reduce the
out-of-pocket expenses of poor and marginalised families and also reduce maternal deaths.

●

Functioning of Rastriya Swasthya Bima Yojana:  Rastriya Swasthya Bima Yojana (RSBY)
is an insurance scheme for the below poverty line families as well as certain categories of
unorganised workers.  It aims to reduce their out-of-pocket expenditures on health and
increase their access to healthcare facilities.  The Committee noted the following issues with
RSBY’s implementation: (i) exploitation of poor beneficiaries at the hands of private hospitals
empanelled under RSBY (in the form of avoidable surgeries, wrong diagnosis, etc.), (ii) low
enrolment percentage of households under RSBY indicating lack of awareness among the
targeted population, and (iii) varied feedback with regard to quality and accessibility of
hospitals.  The Committee recommended a mechanism for oversight across all the districts in
the country where RSBY is implemented.  Further, the Committee also recommended that
data pertaining to RSBY be made freely available on public platforms.

●

Demand for Accredited Social Health Activists (ASHA):  ASHA workers provide support
in tracking the health of pregnant women, help them avail benefits (such as Janani Suraksha
Yojana entitlements), and aid the grassroot implementation of health programmes.  The
Committee noted that ASHA workers across the country do not have fixed wages and that
they have demanded a fixed wage component within their remuneration in many states.  In
this context, the Committee recommended a proposal for assured monthly wages not less
than Rs 3,000.  Further, the Committee also highlighted other issues regarding the training of
ASHAs such as dearth of competent trainers, infrastructure, and equipment.

●

Need for food fortification:  The Committee noted prevalence of anaemia among women in
rural areas to be worse than in urban areas.  This is despite the implementation of National
Food Security Act, 2013, Mid-Day Meal scheme, and the Public Distribution System.  In this
context, the Committee observed that the government priority has been on the issue of
increasing the availability of food alone, rather than ensuring nutritional aspects of it, through
approaches like food fortification.  The Committee recommended that fortification of cereals
with iron must be taken up with priority since (i) it does not alter the quality and nature of
foods, (ii) can be introduced quickly, and (iii) can produce nutritional benefits for populations
in a short period of time.

●
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Unsafe abortions:  The Committee stated that unsafe abortion is a leading reason for the
high percentage of abortion related deaths in the country (eight percent of all maternal deaths
per year).  It observed that the reasons for it could be the following: (i) awareness about
abortion being low, and (ii) women must seek legal recourse if the pregnancy has gone over
20 weeks to terminate the pregnancy; however, a slow judicial process ensures that the
pregnancy crosses the legal limit and the woman is unable to get the abortion done, thus,
pushing her to the quacks in both rural and urban areas.  The Committee recommended
amending the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971 to raise the permissible period of
abortions to 24 weeks with this bar not applying to unborn babies having serious
abnormalities.  Further, it recommended removing the provision where only married women
can get an abortion thereby allowing anyone to get an abortion. 

●

Mental health of women:  The Committee noted that due to societal stigma and ignorance,
mental illnesses suffered by women fail to get recognised.  In this regard, the Committee
recommended creating awareness and providing possible remedies to help de-stigmatise
mental health issues.

●
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